American Student Achievement Institute
SAMPLE VISION STATEMENT - ELEMENTARY



We believe that all students deserve to be surrounded by adults who believe in them and have high expectations for their success at school.  We believe that all students deserve to learn at a rigorous level and experience success at school.  We believe all students deserve teachers who are good role models and who implement a variety of teaching strategies to ensure student success.  We believe all students who need extra help and time to experience success deserve to be given extra time and help.  We believe that every child deserves rich educational and career guidance in order to develop a positive self image, personal management, productive team building skills, and a positive outlook toward working. 



All adults in our community are living by these core convictions daily and as a result, show the following attitudes and actions.  All teachers, parents, and community members place a high value on education.  They actively communicate these expectations to all students through several one-on-one discussions each year.  To ensure that all students learn, adults provide a safe and caring environment.  All teachers are excited about their jobs, are knowledgeable of current educational research and practices, and are prepared for every class.  Teachers have omitted “watered down” content from their curriculum and instead, present content that is challenging accompanied by extra help and time for students who need extra support to experience success.  Teachers use a variety of instructional and assessment methods to address many different learning styles.  Teachers involve the students in research and problem solving activities in which they can apply newly learned content.  Adults provide instructional consequences when students misbehave rather than or in addition to punitive consequences.  Parents are actively involved with their children’s education.  They not only do volunteer work at school, but they have daily discussions with their children using a weekly discussion guide prepared by their teachers to complement classroom learning.  Community members are highly involved with the school.  Several local businesses provide release time each week for employees to do tutoring and mentoring in the schools, and employees partner with each teacher to help the teacher create real-world applications for their academic content.  Businesses also sponsor field trips to their worksites to allow students to observe workers in different career clusters and see how their school self management skills will become workforce self management skills.



In this environment where all adults are living by their core convictions, students are wildly enthusiastic about coming to school and experience tremendous success. All students are highly engaged in their learning.  Sometimes, students listen intently as the teacher explains new content.  Other times, they actively work in small groups to solve real-world problems which require them to use the content they have learned.  Students demonstrate mastery of content in a variety of manners including exhibitions and portfolios.  Upper level students understand the transferability of self management skills shown at school to the work place.  All students accept challenges, show motivation, and put forth an admirable effort into their education.  All students display appropriate behavior and accept responsibility for their actions.  All students demonstrate good citizenship and team-building skills. 



As a result of these efforts, our school’s student achievement data is as follows:

Indicators of Educational Achievement
  Vision Data

3rd graders mastering ISTEP essential skills
100 %

6TH graders mastering ISTEP essential skills
100 %

% of students passing all classes
100 %

% of students at or above grade level - reading
100 %

% of students at or above grade level - math
100 %

% of students earning a 4.0 GPA on a 4.0 scale
100 %

© 1996-2004 American Student Achievement Institute  (  http://asai.indstate.edu

May be reproduced with proper citation for educational purposes.
